
 

December 2023 230 Pirate Dr.    
St. Rose, LA 70087     
Phone: 504-464-9254        
Fax: 504-468-8064 
School Office Hours: 8:15-4:30  

Principal’s Message 

Shonda H. Harris ,  Principal 
 

Tricia Growl, Toni Nassar, & Tiffany Walsh    
Assistant Principals 

Holiday Greetings, Dragon Families & Community!   
  
As we step into the festive month of December, we are filled with excitement 
and a sense of warmth. This is a time of reflection, gratitude, and spreading 
joy.  It is hard to believe the first half of the school year is almost over.  Our  
children have worked tirelessly this past few months to meet the rigorous 
standards put before them.  I am ecstatic about the learning I am observing in 
the classroom everyday!   
As we reflect on the past five months, we are grateful for the unwavering  
support of our dedicated parents. Your involvement and commitment to your 
child's education make a significant difference. We also extend our gratitude 
to our exceptional teachers and staff for their hard work and passion in  
creating a nurturing learning environment.  
Parents, please encourage your child to read a book or magazine; they can 
also read the directions to assemble a new toy, over the Christmas Holidays. 
Always remember to ask them questions about what they are reading.  Also, 
students can practice their math facts.  Thanks for what you can do-every little 
bit helps.   
As the Christmas break approaches, we want to remind everyone to take this 
time to relax, rejuvenate, and spend quality moments with loved ones. School 
will be closed from Friday, December 22 to Friday, January 5, and classes will 
resume on Monday, January 8, 2024.  
Thank you for being valued members of the St. Rose Elementary community. 
We wish you a joyful and peaceful December, filled with love, laughter, and 
memorable moments.  
   
 Have a Merry Christmas and a prosperous New Year!  
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 Be All You Can Be!  

SRE Pledge 

 
 

As an SRE Dragon, I am 
proud to say. 

I’ll be positive and safe 
each and every day.  
I’ll be responsible,               

cooperative, focused, 
and kind.  

SRE Dragons are the 
best you’ll find.  

January:  
1/8-Classes Resume 

 
1/8-Begin 3rd Quarter 

 
1/11-PlayGroup 

 
1/12-Report Cards Go home 

 
1/15-Dr. Martin L. King  

Holiday-No School 
 

1/19-Early Dismissal 12:45 
 

1/19-Spirit Day-Crazy Sock/
Mix Match Day 

 
1/23-Distrit Science Fair 

 
1/25-PlayGroup 
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Arrival Window Start Time Dismissal Window Bus Departure 
8:30-8:40 8:40  3:35-3:50 

 
3:50  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

11:05-11:30 2nd 

11:20-11:45 Pre-K 

11:35-12:00 5th 

11:50-12:15 4th 

12:10-12:35 K 

12:30-12:55 1st 

12:40-1:05 3rd 

10:00-10:50 3rd 

10:50-11:40 K 

11:40-12:30 1st 

11:50-12:20 Pre-K 

12:55-1:45 4th 

2:40-3:30 5th 

1:50-2:40 2nd 

Lunch Schedule  Enrichment Schedule  

 
 
 

StRose_Dragons  

 
Important Dismissal Information 

*The bus zone is closed to thru traffic between the following times:  8am-
9:30am AND 3pm-4:15 PM 

If a student is to be checked out of school, the parent must be in the office with ID by 3:30 pm (by 12:15 pm on 
early dismissal days) or the student will be dismissed according to his/her daily routine. Thank you for your co-
operation. 
 



 



 

Author Laura Carroll recently visited 
St .Rose Elementary kindergarten and 
Pre-K students to share the book she 
wrote Rainbow Rodney. She shared 
the story and talked about being spe-
cial and it’s okay to be different with 

the students.        Pictured are St. 
Rose Elementary students, Ms. Macy 
Aucoin and Ms. Laura Carroll with  

Rainbow Rodney. 



 



 

Social Awareness 
During the early elementary years, children are learning how to communicate their needs and 
emotions verbally, and how to identify what others are feeling based on their facial expressions 
and body language. During the early part of this phase, your child is expanding their social circle 
and they are beginning to realize how their feelings and behaviors affect others. They are also dis-
covering that others have different points of view and that these differences may affect their inter-
actions. 
As children gain a better sense of other people’s perspectives and behaviors, and start to under-
stand that feelings play a major role in the   nature of relationships, they are developing social 
awareness. At this early age, children are learning how to interact with others and how to recog-
nize their feelings and needs, although they may not yet know how to apply empathy to all of their 
interactions. For instance, your child may not fully understand why a classmate gets upset when 
she takes a pencil away without asking for it. As your child grows and becomes more socially 
aware, he or she should be able to better identify how their actions make others feel. 
 
Social awareness is the ability to understand and respect the perspective of others, and to apply 
this knowledge to social interactions with   people from diverse backgrounds. During the late ele-
mentary years, your child is learning how to better manage and control his feelings when interact-
ing with others. Although he may not yet apply empathy to all of his social interactions, his ability to 
monitor other people’s perspectives is improving, and he should be  better able to see how his be-
havior affects others. For example, you should notice that he is becoming a better teammate 
through this development period. That’s a contrast to the “me first” attitude of early childhood. The 
changes brought on by puberty—especially in girls, who tend to enter this phase before boys—
may affect how your child approaches relationships and interactions. This is a time of great physi-
cal and emotional development, and you can contribute to your child’s social success by support-
ing him through this very  important and influential phase in his life. 

At this age, your child is becoming more independent, and their interest in friends and social activi-
ties is growing. By this time, your child should know how to communicate their needs and feelings 
verbally, and understand that emotions play a major role in the nature of relationships. 

As your child makes friends and forges new relationships, they are developing their ability to re-
spect and identify other people’s perspectives and behaviors. As your child learns how to identify 
what others are feeling based on their facial expressions and body language, they are becoming 
better at understanding and evaluating social situations. 



 

How to help your child grow in this area 
 

Play a game of "feelings charades" 

A good way to teach your child about body language, emotions, and empathy is to have them play a game of “feelings 
charades.” You can use flashcards with different faces, or even write emotions or behaviors that hurt others on pieces of 
paper and let your child pick one out of a hat. Take turns acting out the way a person would be feeling with either the 
emotion that’s on the paper or the face that’s on the card. This will help start discussions on topics that a child this age 

might be reluctant to talk about otherwise. 
Teach your child about personal space 

Be specific when you are talking about what’s appropriate and what’s not, and provide visual cues. For example, you 
can have them stretch out their arms and explain that this is their personal space and that your child should provide  
other children with that much space when interacting with them. Remind your child that when she gets too close to    
another person or touches them, they might react negatively. You can also use stuffed animals or action figures to act 
out what’s appropriate and what is not. 

Model good behavior 
A child’s social behavior is best reinforced when parents are kind, sincere, and non-judgmental. Remember that your 
child is looking to you to set an example of how to interact with others, and that taking a moment to consider how you 
interact with others is an important part of nurturing your child’s social skills. 
 

Share your family values with your child 
To help your child learn about the need for respectful behavior, help him create a family credo, coat of arms or crest. 
Talk with him about your beliefs and expectations, and work with him to come up with a list of your family’s values, like 
trust, respect, kindness, and generosity. After you have this list, ask your child to identify three different ways that your 
child can apply these values in social situations. You may also want to write out all of this information on a poster board 
and hang it in a central area in your home as a reminder of your family’s values and expectations. 

Discuss different perspectives 
To help your child understand and respect the perspectives of others, talk with him about a book that he’s reading or a 
television show or movie that your child watched recently, and ask him what would happen if the story were written from 
another perspective. For example, a book about King Arthur and Merlin the sorcerer can be told from Merlin’s sister 
Morgana’s perspective. Or Charlie and the Chocolate Factory can be told from Charlie’s grandfather’s point of view. By 
doing this, you are not only teaching your child how to see life through different lenses, but also building their capacity 
for empathy and understanding. 

Discuss current events 
Talk to your child about social issues like immigration and racial and gender inequality. When you’re watching the   
evening newscast or reading the morning paper, ask your child to give you their opinion on these issues and talk to him 
about the people involved on both sides. These types of stories make children aware of historical events and allow them 
to relate to the hardships and joys of others. They also help children to learn more about conflict resolution and the   
importance of respecting others and their opinions. 
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          Dear Families,     

      Thank you for coming to our ESL lunch at Saint Rose! We really enjoyed having you 
among us!  We will let you know when our next ESL lunch will be. 
  Our EL students are learning how to speak and write in complete and correct sentences. We 
are working on asking and answering questions using the present tense. Kindergarten       
students are practicing their speaking and listening skills.  They are also learning letters and 
sounds and how to read CVC words. 
Have a wonderful Christmas! Enjoy your December holidays! 
 
Gracias por llegar al almuerzo de Saint Rose. Fue un placer de ver a ustedes. Les voy a    
avisar cuando el próximo almuerzo tendrá lugar. 
Los estudiantes están aprendiendo a hablar e a escribir en oraciones completas y correctas 
en inglés. Están aprendiendo a hacer y contestar preguntas en el presente. Los estudiantes de 
Kindergarten están usando sus habilidades al hablar y al escuchar. Están aprendiendo      
también las letras y los sonidos y a leer palabras de tres letras. 
Feliz Navidad! Disfruten sus vacaciones de fin de año! 

                                                                               

Hello Families and Friends, 
 

How to Help Kids Develop Positive Self Talk 
 

As much as we try, we cannot protect our children from all of the ups and downs in life. And while we want to 
stop our children from experiencing pain for them to feel happy, unfortunately, that isn’t realistic. We can however,  
encourage our kids to be resilient and help them learn how to bounce back from challenges and adversity. A key  
strategy for this is developing positive self-talk. 

 Positive self-talk is critical in developing positive mental health and well-being. A positive internal 
voice is often linked to higher self-esteem and well-being because that person sees themselves in a positive and    
capable light. These children are aware of all they can do and are able to overcome struggles easier than children who 
resort to negative talk or statements of “I can’t.” 

How can parents encourage positive self-talk in children?  
Model positive behavior. Do your children hear you compliment yourself? Children learn best by example; 

set a good one.  
Notice your child’s strengths and verbalize them. Tell your children what you notice they do well.  
Help them succeed. If you notice your child has a negative self-voice, set them up in an activity where you 

know they will experience success.  
Focus on the effort, not just the outcome. If children only focus on the win, they will overlook all they have 

accomplished on the journey.  
 
While it is impossible to think negative thoughts will never happen, we can reframe them as opportunities to learn and 
grow.  

Katie Gabriel (3-5) kgabriel@stcharles.k12.la.us 
Denise Peinado (Prek-2) dpeinado@stcharles.k12.la.us 
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READ –Be All You Can Be 

 
                                            
 
                        Librarian- C. Whittaker 
                        Assistant-  L. Benedic 
 

                           
**Listed below are Four GREAT online resources which can 
be accessed through the Google Virtual Library Classroom.  
 
We now have over 525 eBooks(electronic books) in our library 
catalog which can be found on the virtual library in the Library  
Google Classroom. 
 
The Virtual Library also has digital ebooks. 
 

 EPIC   A database which has Hundreds of digital  e-books on all 
genres and subjects. (Students can log in  with the  code:   
kww3935 

 
Mackin Via-  UN- strose 
                        PW-  dragons 

 
Pebble –Go/Pebble Go Next have interesting subjects and facts 

for K-5 students. 
     Username:   Stre             

                Password: Dragons 
 

 Brain Pop –Great videos that align with our curriculum.  Students 
get in through the virtual library. 

**Turn in Reading Logs in order to get your monthly 
prize. 
 
Grade Level Library Spotlights: 
 
Kindergarten students have begun checking out .Please make 
sure books are kept in school bags after home reading. 
First Graders have been reading Non Fiction texts and dis-
cussing / facts learned. 
Third Graders use multiple resources about Survival/
adaptations to build knowledge prior to this unit in Science. 
Second Graders have been working on  Keyboarding skills and 
discussing literature read. 
Fourth, and Fifth Graders are working on  Non-Fiction Re-
search preparatory work, by utilizing and analyzing  multiple 
sources of information as well as keyboarding lessons. 
 
**Please remind students to keep library books in their 
school bag and to return them on their library day! 
  
“Be All You Can Be-READ” 

 

                                       
 
 

 

 
*Accessing Online Resources from Home/ School 

Ebooks/Researh can be found by accessing 

the Student Library Classroom  then to Classwork at 
the top of the page, then Click on our Virtual Library .
(Passwords are also here.) 

To access the following  Ebooks ( Books students 

can read online):   
 
1.SRE Library Catalog (Click computers in virtual classroom)‐       
Search ebooks ( no password needed.) 
 
2. Mackin Via ebooks    (type exactly as is)  
                                  School: St. Rose Elementary 
                                  username:  strose 
                                  password:  dragons 
 
3. Epic ebooks‐   Use login  
                                 code kww3935 
4. Worldbook Online‐  (click ebooks)  
      (*Also great research site)              
                                      username:  sre 
                                      password:  dragons 
 
To access Research Sites ( Student friendly 
ArƟcles, Videos, Games) 
 
Pebble Go or Pebble Go Next       
                              Username:   Stre             

                                       Password:    Dragons 
 
Brain Pop Jr‐   Student access through their virtual library 

in the library classroom. 
Gale Databases     username:  sre         

                                       password:  dragons 
Homework Louisiana 
**The state of Louisiana offers a wonderful free online aŌer
‐school tutoring programs, which is available to all students 
regardless of educaƟon level.  Online professional tutoring 
is available COMPLETELY FREE OF CHARGE through Home‐
work Louisiana   www.homeworkLA.org. 

 
 

 



 

  

  

Tobasko’s Corner 
Tobasko the Dragon is our school mascot.  He would love to hear from our SRE parents.  If you have any suggestions for school improvement,    
concerns or input, please write them below and return them with your child.  We will print a follow-up in our next newsletter. 

Student: ________________________________________    Grade: ________    Parent Signature:_______________________________ 

Suggestions/Ideas/Input/Concerns:  

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 
 

 
Monday Tuesday Wednesday  Thursday Friday 

    1 
1st & 2nd Grade  

Artsperience 
 

Great Kids Graduation 
12:55 

4 
 

5 6 
1st Grade Christmas 

Program-SRE 6:30 

7 8 
SRE Social Studies/

Science Fair 

11 
 

12 13 14 
ELL Family & Friends 

Day @ ACM 9:30 

15 
3rd Grade-Nutcracker 

 

18 
Polar Express Day 

-Pajama Day 
 

19 20 
SRE Christmas  

Program 7pm LPAC  

21 
12:45 Early Dismissal 
-Spirit Day Pajama 

Day 

22 
Christmas Break 
~ No School ~  

25 
 

26 
 

27 28 
 

29 



 


